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Amendments to the Drawings: 

The attached REPLACEMENT SHEET for each of drawing sheets 4 and 6 
containing Figs. 5 and 7, respectively, replace the original drawing sheets 4 and 6. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-18 are currently pending in the application. By this amendment, 1- 
2, 7-8, and 13-14 are canceled without prejudice and claims 3, 9 and 15 are amended 
for the Examiner's consideration. The foregoing separate sheets marked as "Listing 
of Claims" shows all the claims in the application, with an indication of the current 
status of each . 

Figs 5 and 7 have been amended to correct errors in grammar and syntax, and 
suitable replacement sheets are attached to this supplemental amendment. 

The Examiner's consideration in a telephone interview conducted on May 17, 
2007 is acknowledged with appreciation. The interview addressed questions raised 
by the Examiner concerning the differences between the present invention and the 
companion application, now U.S. Patent No. 6,463,345, which had been addressed in 
the prior amendment's response to the double patenting issue. The '345 patent does 
not contain a "supply configurator." The undersigned noted that the term "supply 
configurator" could be viewed as being operationally defined by Fig. 5. The 
Examiner suggested that further definition of the term (e.g. as in claims 2 and 8) 
would be helpful in distinguishing the invention from prior art examples of a more 
generic "supply configurator." In addition, the Examiner indicated that the prospects 
of allowability would be enhanced by positively reciting "forecast groups" and 
connecting forecast groups to the optimizer. The Examiner also noted that it would 
be wise to clarify on the record that tangible results are produced by the invention. 

The foregoing amendments are believed to reflect the foregoing discussion 
with the Examiner, and it is requested that an Examiner's Amendment be considered 
for any further amendment necessary to obtain an allowance of the non-canceled. It 
should be noted that applicant cancels claims 1-2, 7-8, and 14-15 without prejudice so 
that allowable subject matter in the application may be pursued by further prosecution 
of broader claims in a continuation application. In particular, in accordance with 
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remarks made in the amendment supplemented by the present amendment, which are 
affirmed as to the prior art of record in this case, the applicant contends that it would 
be sufficient for allowability of claims 1, 7 and 13 to add the limitation "to produce 
profit ATP schedules for a plurality of forecast groups" coupled with "wherein the 
supply configurator creates said new supply data from a last regenerative run of said 
material resource engine." The prior art of record does not describe or suggest a 
supply configurator operating from a last regenerative run of the material resource 
engine and a solver producing profit ATP schedules for a plurality of forecast groups. 

In view of the foregoing, it is requested that the application be reconsidered, 
that claims 3-6, 9-12 and 15-18 be allowed, and that the application be passed to 
issue. 

Should the Examiner find the application to be other than in condition for 
allowance, the Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned at 703-787-9400 
(fax: 703-787-7557; email: clyde@wcc-ip.com) to discuss any other changes deemed 
necessary in a telephonic or personal interview. 
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If an extension of time is required for this response to be considered as being 
timely filed, a conditional petition is hereby made for such extension of time. Please 
charge any deficiencies in fees and credit any overpayment of fees to Deposit 
Account 09-0456 (IBM-Burlington). 



Sincerely, 




Clyde R Christofferson 
Reg. No. 34,138 



Whitham, Curtis, Christofferson & Cook, P.C. 
1 1491 Sunset Hills Road, Suite 340 
Reston, VA 20190 
703-787-9400 
703-787-7557 (fax) 
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